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Gut microbiota fermentation of prebiotics increases satietogenic and
incretin gut peptide production with consequences for appetite
sensation and glucose response after a meal’®

Patrice D Cani, Elodie Lecourt, Evelyne M Dewulf, Florence M Sohet, Barbara D Pdchikian, Damien Naslain,
Fabienne De Backer, Audrey M Neyrinck, and Nathalie M Delzenne

ABSTRACT

Background: We have previously shown that gut microbial fermen-
tation of prebiotics promotes satiety and lowers hunger and energy
intake in humans. In rodents, these effects are associated with an
increase in plasma gut peptide concentrations, which are involved in
appetite regulation and glueose homeostasis.

Objective: Our dim was to examine the effects of prebiotic supple-
mentation on satiety and related hormones during a test meal for
human volunteers by using a noninvasive micromethod for blood
sampling to measure plasma gut peptide concentrations,

Design: This study was a randomized, double-blind, paraltel, placebo-
controlled trial. A total of 10 healthy adults {5 men and 5 women)
were randomly assigned to groups that received either 16 g pre-
biotics/d or 16 g dextrin maltose/d for 2 wk. Meal tolerance tests were
performed in the merning fo measure the following: hydrogen breath
test, satiety, glacose homeostasis, and related hormone response,
Results: We show that the prebiotic treatiment increased breath-
hydrogen excretion (2 marker of gut microbiota fermentation) by
=~3-fold and lowered hunger rates. Prebiotics increased plastma
glucagon-like peptide 1 and peptide YY concentrations, whereas
postprandial plasma glucose responses decreased after the standard-
ized meal, The areas under the curve for plasma glucagon-like
peptide 1 and breath-hy'drogen excretion measured after the meal
(0-60 min) were significantly correlated (r = 0.85, P = 0.007). The
glucose response was inversely correlated with the breath-hydrogen
excretion areas under the curve (0-180 min; r = —0.73, P = 0.02).
Conclusion: Prebiotic supplementation was associated with an in-
crease in plasma gut peptide concentrations (glucagon-like peptide
1 and peptide YY), which may contribute in part to changes in
appetite sensation and ghucose excursion responses after z meal in
healthy subjects, Am J Clin Nutr doi: 10.3945/ajcn.2009.28095.

INTRODUCTION

The recent growing incidence of metabolic diseases, including

diabetes and obesity, in Western countries is associated with
~ changes in eating habits. Obesity is the result of a complex in-
teraction between genetic and environmental factors, Among the
latter, changes in eating habits leading to increased fat intake and
decreased dietary fiber intake are involved in the incidence of these
metaholic diseases (1, 2). Several dietary fibers are often cited as
being of particular interest with regard to their putative role in the
management of these metabolic disorders because they affect food
intake, body weight, glucose homeostasis, plasma lipid profile, and
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associated risk factors for cardlovascular disease (3). A number of
recentstudies provide novel insights that mighthelp establish alink
between dietary nondigestible carbohydrate that changes the
composition of gut microbiota and obesity and insulin resistance
{4-8), These compounds are called prebiotics because they pro-
mote the growth of certain bacteria (eg, bifidobacteria) whose
number correlates with an improvement of several features of
metabolic syndrome (9). In the search to determine the role of
prebiotics in the control of bady weight and fat mass development,
a recent study showed that supplementation with a prebiotic had
a significant benefit for the maintenance of an appropriate body
mass index and fat mass in primarily nonobese young adolescents,
in addition to its benefit in bone mineralization (10). Taken to-
gether, these human studies provide evidence that the modulation
of gut microbiota by using prebiotics affects energy homeostasis
and body weight gain. However, few data about the putative
mechanisms involved in these effecis are provided, We and oth-
ers have previously published experimental data showing that
the modulation of gut peptide secretion [glucagon-like peptide
1 (GLP-1), glucose-dependent insulinotropic polypeptide (GIP),
peptide YY (PYY), and/or ghrelin] in rodents after feeding with
fermentable dietary fibers could constitute a }nk between the
outcome of microbial fermentation in the lower part of the gut
and metabolic consequences (eg, decreased food intake, body
weightand fatmass development, andimprovedinsulinsensitivity)
(1120}, - ‘ )

Several results support the relevance of prebiotic fermentation
in appetite management in healthy and obese humans (21-24), To
date, few data are available that concomitantly describe the in-
fluence of prebiotics on appetite sensation, gut peptide secretion,
and metabolism in humans. Interestingly, one study reports that
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prebiotic (oligofructose) consumption (20 g/d) significantly el-
evated plasma GLP-1 after a mixed mieal (4). On the other hand,
a decrease in ghrelin and an elevation in serum PYY was ob-
served with prebiotic supplementation in obese individuals (23).
However, investigations trying to relate the kinetic measurement
of these peptides to sensations related to food intake remain
difficult. Indeed, gut peptide measurement requires a farge
amount of plasma, which is classically sampled by using an
invasive method with an indwelling intravenous cannula,

Therefore, in the present study, we have adapted the meth-
odology of gut peptide measurement in human subjects. We did
this through a noninvasive blood sampling micromethod ap-
proach to measuring the relation between prebiotic fermentation,
appetife sensations, and plasma gut peptide profiles involved
in the regulation of appetite and insulin secretion in healthy
subjects, '

SUBJECTS AND METHODS

Test subjects

In total, 10 healthy volunteers (3 men and 5 women) aged 21—
38 y (mean * SD age: 26.3 & 6 y) with normal body mass
indexes (in kg/m? mean * SD: 21.6 * 0.99) participated in the
study. Subjects were recruited by local advertisement {initia
recruitment began 4 February 2008) and were free from acute
and chronic diseases or use of medications that might influence
study outcomes (eg, antibiotics). A diet evaluation consisting of
both food-frequency questionnaires and a 3-d dict record was

-obtained to identify and exclude individuals with a typical fiber
intake >30 g fiber/d. A total of 30 subjects participated in the
validation of the food-frequency questionnaire; 10 subjects were
selected for the study on the basis of nutritional exclusion cri-
teria observed after the dietary habits evaluation (e, probiotic,
prebiotic, or symbiotic consumption) and randomly assigned to
prebiotic (3 women and 2 men) or dexirin maltose {2 women
and 3 men) treatment. Throughout the 2-wk experimental phase
of the study, the subjects lived at home and prepared their own
meals while consuming prebjotics or a dextrin maltose supple-
ment, as described in the protocol section below. Subjects were
instructed to eat until they were comfortably full and to try not
to gain or lose weight consciously. The study protocol was ap-
proved by the Ethical Committee of Université Catholique de
Louvain, and written informed consent was obtained from each
subject, '

Protocol

Subjects were randomly assigned in a double-blind, parallel,
placebo-controlled design, Outpatient investigation consisted of
# 2-wk experimental phase. Subjects were given a prebiotic fiber,
prebiotics (Orafti Synergyl; Beneo-Orafti, Tienen, Belgium), or

dextrin maltose (dexfrin maltose, Caloreens; Nestle Clinical

- Nutrition, Brussels, Belgiunt) as a powdered supplement. Both
the dextrin maltose and the prebiotic treatment had a similar taste
and appearance and were provided to the subjects in identical
opaque packages. Both the subjects and .the investigators were
blinded to the treatment,

The prebiotic (Orafti Synergy1) (6. 27 kl/g) was fully soluble
fructan and consisted of a mixture of ghicosyl- -(fructosyl),-
fructose and (fructosyl),,-fructose extracted from chicory roots
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{Chicoriym intybus). This fructan was not digested, but it was
highly fermented in the colon, The dextrin maltose (Caloreens)
(16.7 kJ/g) is also a fully soluble carbohydrate, but it is totally
digestéd and therefore not fermentable. Daily supplements were
divided into 2 portions of 8 g each to be eaten during breakfast
and dinner. To assess compliance, subjects were given pre-
weighed bags (8 g) for daily supplement consumption and were
instructed fo return empty bags for monitoring. They were in-
structed (o consume the entire amount of the 2 bags daily.

Study design and procedure

The study was divided into 4 different periods: a training
session (3 d before the start of the study), the firit test day {day 0),
a treatment perfod (2-wk treatment period), and the second test
day (day 14), as shown in Figure 1A,

Before the start of the study (3 d before), all subjects attended
a training session at which they were invited to participate in
a day of training with a free-choice buffet breakfast as described
in Figure 1A and by Cani et al (21). The subjects were also
instructed in the use of the rating scales (for appetite and potential
adverse effects), prebiotic or dextrin maltose ingestion (inclusion
in food and/or adequate beverage), and how to self-report their
food intake,

The subjects were mstructed to abstain from alcohol and
strenuous physical activity for 2 d before the first test day (day 0)
and during the entire intervention phase (ie, during the 2-wk
treatment period) until day 14 to ensure a similar macronuirent
balance on the test days,

At day O (je, before the beginning of the treatment) and at day
14 (ie, at the completion of the 2-wk period of prebiotic and
dextrin maltose treatment), the subjects were invited to self-
report food consumed during breakfast and during the entire test

‘day (including food and beverages consumed between meals). A

food-frequency guestionnaire (over a 1-wk period) and 24-h
recall were recorded on days 0 and 14 and validated with the
dietitian,

On the test days (days 0 and 14) and after an overnight fast, the
subjects were invited to a free-choice buffet breakfast. The
subjects were instructed to finish the breakfast in 15 min (Figure
iB). Food and drinks were weighed before and after the meal, and
the energy intake was calculated, Appetite ratings were assessed
on 100-mm visual analog scales (VASs) with the text expressing
the most positive and the most negative ratings anchored at each
end: satiefy, “T cannot eat another bite”; hunger, “I have never
been more hungry” (25-27). VASs were used to assess saticty and
hunger after the test breakfast. Sensations were recorded at the
beginning of the meal at time 0 (fasting) and throughout the
period after breakfast until lunch at 30, 69, 120, and 180 min,
postprandially. Blood samples, appetite ratings (hunger, saticty),
and fermentation (hydrogen breath test) were measured at
intervals during the study as described in Figure 1B. Potential
adverse effects were monitored daily during the entire treatment
period by using subjective scales rated as “absent,” “light,”
“moderate,” or “severc” for the following symptoms: nausea,
diarrhea, flatulence, borborygmus, abdominal cramps, stomach
cramps, gastrointestinal reflux, abdominal rumbling, and thirst.

Reported energy, macronutrients, and fiber intakes were cal-
culated by using the program Nutrilog SAS (Marans, France),
and prebiotic intake (insulin-type fructans) was calculated by
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FIGURE 1. Flow diagram of the progress through the phases of the study (A} and test meal (B) (day 0 and day 14). VAS, visual analog scale; H,,

breath test; plasma, blood sampling,

taking into account the content reported in food stuff by van Loo
et al (28) and our updated databank compilation (PD Cani and
NM Delzenne, unpublished data, 2008 and 2009).

Physiologic variables

Finger-prick blood samples (240 1) were drawn repeatedly in
heparinized capillaries to measure the concentrations of plasma
glucose, insulin, and gut hormones [GLP-1, PYY, GIP, and
pancreatic polypeptide (PP)]. Briefly, blood samples were taken
at 0 (fasting), 10, 30, 60, and 120 min postprandially (Figure
1B). Capillary blood (60 pI) was taken in <30 sec and directly
flushed within tubes containing protease inhibitors, such as di-
peptidy! peptidase IV (DPPIV) inhibitor {Millipore’s DPPIV
inhibitor; St Charles, MO) and phenylmethanesulfonyl fluorids.
Plasma was immediately removed and stored at —80°C for
forther analysis, Blood glucose concentrations were determined
by using a glucometer (AccuCheck Aviva; Roche Diagnostics,
Meylan, France} (Figure 1B). Breath hydrogen was measured

hydrogen

repeatedly at O (fasting), 30, 60, 120, and 180 min postprandially
(Figure 1B) as an indicator of colonic fermentation by using
an ambulatory MicroH?2 breath test (MicroH?2; Micromedical,
Basingstoke, United Kingdom). Gut hormone concentrations
were defermined in duplicate in 25 4L of plasma by using
a human gut hormone multiplex kit (Millipore) and by using
Luminex Technology (Bio-Plex; Bio-Rad, Nazareth, Belgium).
This multiplex assay kit Was to be used for the simultaneous.
quantification of the following human gut hommones: GLP-1
(active), GIP (total), PYY (total), PP, and insulin. The sensitivity
Ievels of the assay (in pginl) correspond to the following: GIP,
0.2; GLP-1, 5.2; PP, 2.4; insulin, 44.5; and PYY, 8.4, The in-
terassay variation (%CV} was <\19%, and the intra-assay vari-
ation (%CV) was <11%.

Statistical analysis

Results are expressed as means + SEMs. A 2-factor repeated-
measires ANOVA (model I) was used to compare the differences
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between groups for the hydrogen breath test; appetite ratings
- {VAS); and plasma concentrations of GIF, GLP-1, PYY, PP,
glucose, and insulin; differences at individual time points were
_determined by using a Bonferroni post hoc analysis when the
interaction between treatment and time was statistically signif-
icant (P < 0.05). A Student’s ¢ test was used to compare the area
under the curve (AUC) changes in exhaled hydrogen and blood
glucose concentrations. The correlations were analyzed by using
Pearson’s correlation in GraphPad Prism version 5.00 for Win-
dows (GraphPad Software, San Diego, CA). The level of sig-
nificance was set at P << 0.05.

RESULTS

The study compliance was excellent (only one subject returned
2 full packets, which indicated missed doses). Minor gastroin-
testinal disorders were reported on the first 3 d of prebiotic
treatment, 66% of the subjects reported flatulence (40% light,
50% muoderate, and 10% severe), and 26.6% of the subjects
reported light abdominal Tumbling. The amount of prebiotics
consumed before starting the study was not significantly different
between men and women (6.7 = 1.1 and 6.2 + 0.9 g/d for
women and men, respectively; mean value: 6.4 * (.7 g/d), The
.macronutrient intake {(protein, carbohydrate, fat, and dietary fi-
bers excluding supplements) during the test days (day 0 and 14)
was cquivalent in the dextrin maltose and prebiotic' groups
(Table 1), whereas the total dietary energy intake was lowered
by ==6% under prebiotic treatment, but this was not significant
(Table 1).

Breath-hydrogen excretion affer breakfast

Changes in gut microbial fermentation after the prebiotic
treatment were estimated through breath-hydrogen excretion,
Breath-hydrogen excretion was equivalent between groups at
time 0 (fasting) at baseline before the beginning of the treatment
(prebigtics: 9.4 * 3.4 compared with dextrin maltose: 8.4 * 34,
P > 0.05). Conversely, prebiotic treatment induced more fer-

TABLE 1
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mentation at time 0 (fasting) on day 14 (Figure 2). Compared
with dextrin maltose, there was a significant time X treatment
effect (P = 0.0156) with significantly higher fermentation in the
prebiotic group at times 30 and 120 min after the breakfast (P <
0.05) (Figure 2), In addition, the hydrogen AUC indicated a
3-fold higher colonic fermentation in volunteers supplemented
with prebiotics compared with dextrin maltose (Figure 2).

Hunger and satiety score after breakfast

Data are presented as changes from baseline (in em) before and
after the corresponding treatment of each subject in Figure 3B.
Prebiotic treatment significantly lowered hunger VAS scores at
time 180 min, whereas this variable remained unchanged after
dextrin malfose treatment (Figure 3B). The satiety VAS score

- tended to be higher in the prebiotic group, but this effect was not

significant {time X treatment P = 0.1747; Figure 3A).

Plasma hermones

The absolute plasma concentrations and the changes from
baseline (fasting values) for postprandial GIP, GLP-1, PY'Y, and
PP are depicted in Figure 4, The plasma hormene concentrations
did not significantly differ between the 2 treatments at-time
0 {fasting; Figure 4), even if the prebiotic treatment tended to
increase the fasting absolute plasma PYY concentration (P =
0.1) compared with the dextrin maltose group. At time 10 min,
the incretin hormone GLP-1, which was expressed as changes
from baseline, was significantly higher after the prebiotic
treatment than after the dextrin maltose treatment (Fignre 4B).
Plasma PYY concentrations were significantly incréased at
10 min in prebiotic-treated subjects compared with dextrin-
maltose-treated subjects (Figure 4C). Plasma PP and GIP con-
centrations were not significantly affected by the treatment
(Figure 4, A and D).

Importantly, we showed a positive and-significant correlation
befween plasma GLP-1 concentration and breath-hydrogen ex-
cretion (AUC 0-60; Pearson’s correlation r = 0.85, P = 0.007).

Dietary energy and nutrient intakes at the end of the 2-wk experimental phase of the study after prebiotic or dextrin

maltose supplementation’

Dextrin maltose Prebiotics

Total energy intake (kcal/d) 2501 + 418 2339 + 218
Protein (% energy) 14x 1.5 1421
Carbohydrate (% energy) 538 £33 524 2.1
Fat (% energy) 262*39 208 22
Dietary fibers, excluding fructans-type fibers (g/d) 176+ 1.6 183 £ 24
Fructans-type fibers {g/d) 505 209 = 097
Total dietary fibers (g/d) 226 % 19 9.2 + 3.2°
Dietary energy intake (%)°

Total energy intake 100 £ 13.7 935+ 71

Brealfast 100 = 19.8 92.7 £ 95

Lunch 100 = 14,1 82.7 £ 11.2

Dinner 100 + 11.8 104.6 = 9.6

7 All valves are means '+ SEMs; n = 5/group,

2 Significantly different from dextrin maltose group, P = 0.000001 (Student’s ¢ test).

s Significantly different from dextrin maltose group, P = 0.002 (Student’s f test).

4 The percentage of dietary energy intake for dextrin maltose = [dextrin maltose (keal)}/[dextrin maltose mean (kcal)] x
100. The percentage of dietary energy intake for prebiotics = [prebiotics (keal)l/[dextrin maltose mean (kcal)] x 100,
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FIGURE 2. Mean (+SEM) results for hydrogen breath test {ppm) and
comesponding area vnder the curve (AUC) measwred in both groups
{prebiotics or dextrin maltose) at 3 h after breakfast on day 14. Data are
presented for 10 healthy subjects (n = S5/group). Bageline valies were
significantly different between groups (P < (0,05, f test). Treatment X
time interactions were significantly different (P = 0.0156) for trestment
effect (P = 0.0263) and time effect (P < (.00C1) on the basis of repeated-
measures 2-factor ANOVA, *P < 0,05 (repeated-measures 2-factor ANGVA
and Bonferroni post hoc test), Inset: the AUC of the breath-hydrogen
concentrations was significantly higher after prebiotic treatment (¥P <
0.05, ¢ test). : ’

Although we observed significant changes in VAS scores and
plasma gut peptide concentration involved in appetite and body
weight regulation, hunger and satiety VAS scores were not
correlated with the gut peptide concentrations (GLP-1, PYY, and
PP) or breath-hydrogen excretion at any time point or when
expressed as the AUC (not shown),

Plasma glucose and insulin

Interestingly, we show that the AUC for plasma glucose
concentration was'significantly lower after the prebiotic treat-
ment (Figure SA). Neither the fasting glicose concentration nor
the plasma insulin concentration was significantly affected by

the prebiotic treatment (Figure 5, A and B). The glucose re-.

sponse was inversely correlated with the breath-hydrogen ex-
cretion areas under the curve (0-180 min; Pearson’s correfation
r=—073, P=0.02).

DISCUSSION

In the present study, we confirmed that supplementation with
prebiotics for 2 wk is associated with lowered subjective hunger,
as previously deseribed (21), The mechanisms by which the
nutritional modulation of gut microbiota fermentation affects the
regulation of appetite sensation in humans are. poorly understood.
Evidence from animal studies has shown that changes in gut
microbiota after fermentable dietary carbohydrate ingéstion
decrease food intake, body weight, and fat mass development by
mechanisms associated with the upregulation of endogenous
GLP-1 and PYY production (11, 14-18, 20, 29, 30). For the first
time, we associated the appetite regulation effects of prebiotics
with increased postprandial plasma gut peptide concentration
responses after a standardized meal in healthy subjects. Together,
these data confirm previous observations (21, 31) and support the
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groups (prebiotics or dextrin maltose) at 3 h after breakfast by visual analog
scales. Data are presented for 10 healthy subjects (n = S/group). (A)
Treatment X time interactions were not significantly different for satiety
ratings (P = 0.1747), treatment effect (P = 0.1515), and time effect (P =

" 0.8487) on the basis of repeated-measures 2-factor ANOVA. (B) Treatment X

time interactions were significantly different for hunger ratings (P = 0.0147).
*P <2 0.05 (repeated-measures 2-factor ANOVA and Bonferroni post hoc
test). Significance for time effect and treatment effect was P = 0,0242 and
P = ().1489, respectively.

role of the modulation of microbial activity (fermentation) by
prebiotics in the control of appetite sensations, In agreement with
this, Archer et al (31) have shown that prebiotics added to food as
fat replacements were able to lower energy intake during a test
day. However, acute treatment with prebiotics does not neces-
sarily affect appetite sensation, which suggests that adaptive
processes are necessary to observe the satietogenic effect of
prebiotics (32). One could speculate that the modulation of the
gut microbiota and the related endogenous gut hormone pro-
duction might be part of this mechanism, ’

In addition, the present study provides evidence that the mi-
cromethod for blood sampling could be useful for measuring the
plasma concentration of several gut peptides to correlate their
secretion with appetite sensations and with glucose homeostasis.
However, although the plasma gut peptide concentrations in our
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absolute concentrations (GIP, P = 0.4293; GLP-1, P =0.5101; PYY, P = 0.0852; and PP, P = 0.4859). .

study were comparable to those reported in the literature, it conld
be useful to validate this micromethod against the standard
forearm venous sampling method,

In our study, the transient increase in the concentration of
plasma gut peptides that reguiate food intake (GLP-1 and PYY)
was a phenomenon associated with changes in the appetite VAS
score affer a standardized test meal; however, we did not find
significant correlations between these variables, The relevance of
such an effect on a subsequent meal is an important phenomenon

to take info account when assessing the relevance for energy
intake control in humans (33). The persistence of the appetife
regulation effect throughout the day was supported by our pre-
vious study. Indeed, by using a similar intervention protocol, we
have shown that the decrease in hunger and the increase in satiety
were also present in prebiofic-treated volunteers at dinner (21).

Interestingly, we show that prebiotic pretreatment also mod-
ulates the postprandial glucose response, and this is consistent
with the increase of gut peptides related to glucose homeostasis
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(GLP-1). In addition, we show a negative correlation between
a gut microbial fermentation activity marker (breath- hydrogen
excretion) and the glucose response AUC.

‘We show that GLP-1 plasma concentration and the glucose
response at the standardized breakfast were inversely associ-
ated. We observed changes in plasma insulin concentrations in
prebiotic-treated volunteers compared with dextrin maltose, but
due to the large variation of this variable, we could not establish
a significant correlation between insulin and serum incretin
concentration. We have previously shown in animals that pro-
cesses beginning with the gut microbiota and ending with colonic
fermentation may have implications for glucose tolerance
through several mechanisms, including GLP-1 secretion and the
microbial-related modulation of systemic inflammation and
endotoxemia (6, 8, 34, 35}, Future studies in diabetic patients are
required to investigate the relevancs of the prebiotic approach for
the management of glucose homeostasis.

" Consistent with our results, Nilsson et al {5) have shown that
the fermentation of nondigestible carbohydrate may affect the
glycemic excursions and satiety through a mechanism involving
colonic fermentation, The relation between the kinetics of fer-
mentation, which was assessed through the hydrogen breath test,
and GLP-1 production has already been suggested previously in
patients with gastrointestinat reflux (4). In our study, we provide
evidence that prebiotic treatment increases colonic fermentation
because breath-hydrogen exeretion is significantly higher during
prebiotic treatment than during dextrin maltose weatment, The
significant increase of breath-hydrogen eXcretion in the fasting
state suggests that colonic events related to fermentation are
persistent and independent of meal intake. We show a relation
between postprandial hydrogen production and plasma GLP-1
as well as the glucose response but not with any other metabolic
or endocrine variable measured during our study. This suggests

that the extent of fermentation per se does not explain all of
the changes in gut peptides that are observed with prebiotic
tfreatment,

Interestingly, the relevance of gut hormone modulation by
prebiotics in the management of obesity and metabolic syndrome
in humans is supported by some authors. A recent clinical trial
supports the evidence that prebiotics decrease food intake, body
weight gain, and fat mass development in obese subjects (23). As
with our research, the authors show higher plasma PYY con-
centration after a meal whereas, conversely, they failed to find
increased GLP-1 plasma concentrations during a 6-h meal tol-
erance fest (23). However, one cannot rule out that the lack of
change in plasma GLP-1 concentrations is not involved in the

“apparent improved glucose tolerancé and body weight regulation.

Indeed, GLP-1 is secreted after a meal in the portal vein, where it
exerts its physiofogic role (36) and is rapidly degraded by the
DPPIV enzyme within 90 s (37). Accordingly, it has been pro-
posed that obese and ype 2 diabetic subjects exhibit a higher
DPPIV activity (38), a phenomenon that might be involved in the
absence or the difficulty of measuring peripheral GLP-1 plasma
concentration in this study. Another study also supports a weight-
reducing effect of prebiotics in adolescents (10).

We provide support that the prebiotic (reatment is associated
with lowered subjective hunger ratings and a tendency to increase
satiety ratings; this is linked to Increased postprandial plasma gut
peptide concentration {(GLP-1 and PYY) responses after a meal in
healthy subjects. Nevertheless, further investigations are needed

-to delineate the contribution of the specific changes in gut

microbiota composition that are observed with prebiotic feeding
[eg, Bifidobacterium spp (39), Lactobacillus spp, Roseburia spp
(40}, and Faecalibacterium prausnitzii (41)] compared with the
“fiber effect” of prebiotics via the production of short-chain fatty
acids on their bacterial fermentation, Collectively, our previous
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and present data, together with recent findings by others {23),
provide evidence that prebiotics could be a useful tool for
controlling food intake and glucose homeostasis and promising
agents for maintaining or restoring both glucose and energy
homeostasis,
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